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Ambassadorial Scholar – Andres Martinez 
Bonjour from Neuchâtel, Switzerland! (See pictures on page 2) 
 
It's been two months since I arrived, and I can already tell that this is going to be the most memorable 
year of my life.  When I arrived the Rotarians graciously picked me up at the train station and took me 
to my dorm.  After a day of sleeping, and overcoming jetlag, I started a week and a half long 
orientation program at the university; I've been busy ever since.   
 
Neuchâtel is a charming city of about 30,000 people on the shores of Lake Neuchâtel.  On a clear day, 
I can see the snow capped Alps in the distance.  Every day I take the bus to the train station to catch an 
underground tram that drops me off just under campus.  Campus sits on the beach of the lake.  In 
September, when it was still about 75 degrees, my friends and I would sit on the beach after class.  I'm 
taking classes in French, English, and Spanish, and am really enjoying them.  Every Tuesday, the 
Rotary Club of Neuchâtel invites me to the Hôtel du Peyrou, the beautiful building where they meet, to 
have a three course lunch complete with wine and coffee.  I really couldn't ask for more.  My hosts are 
gracious and the food is amazing 
 
I've had the opportunity to travel all over Switzerland.  I've been to Geneva, Lausanne, Montreux, 
Schaffhausen, Lucerne, and Zürich.  I hope that some of you can come visit!  The Rotarians here 
would be more than glad to have y'all!   
 
Thanks again,  Andres 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships program is to further international understanding and 
friendly relations among people of different countries and geographical areas. The program sponsors 
several types of scholarships for undergraduate and graduate students as well as for qualified 
professionals pursuing vocational studies. While abroad, scholars serve as goodwill ambassadors to the 
host country and give presentations about their homelands to Rotary clubs and other groups. Upon 
returning home, scholars share with Rotarians and others the experiences that led to a greater 
understanding of their host country. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Photos from Andre Martinez from Neuchâtel Switzerland 

 
GEAR Meeting Notice 
 
There is a new GEAR meeting location, date & time. Lorraine Huit has scheduled the following: 
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 12TH, 2009.  8:15 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. 
 
MEETING PLACE:    Lorraine’s Office Conference Room 
                                  Cardel Design Group 
                                  5915 Silver Springs Dr. Bldg. #5 
 
Rotary Youth Exchange Rally 
 
Host families are needed for the upcoming Youth Exchange Rally to be held in El Paso on Thursday, 
December 3 through Sunday, December 6. Contact Lorraine Huit or Dave Driscoll for more details. 
 
Holiday Party Update 
 
Our Club’s annual Holiday Party will be held on Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at Ardovinos Desert 
Crossing beginning at 6:00pm. Admission for Club Members is free. Guests will be charged $30.00. 
Please pay for in advance or at the door. Each club member who attends should bring a holiday 
ornament to exchange at the party. See Sandy Boswell for further details 
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Juliana Maio Proposed as New Member  
 

 
 
 
Tom Thomas  - Military Liaison – Speaks to Club 
 
On Monday, November 9, Tom Thomas presented an update of the BRAC plans for Ft. Bliss and its 
impact on our community and the El Paso area.  If all goes as planned, the BRAC decision will bring 
about 45,000 more people to the El Paso area before the end of 2011. 
 

          
                                  

Juliana Maio is being proposed as a new 
member by Rotarian Lorraine Huit. She is 
currently a member of the Mesilla Valley 
Rotary Club and has recently joined 
Ferguson’s Plumbing Supplies here in El 
Paso as a Showroom Consultant. Juliana 
has attended several West El Paso Club 
meetings, her most recent of which she 
presented us with a banner from the Sao 
Jose Dos Campos Rotary Club near Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, her home.  �   Please 
welcome Juliana as she finalizes her 
commitment to our Club. 
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Membership & Attendance 
 
We currently have 48 members and 3 honorary members in our Club. Our average attendance for the 
month of October was 70.1%. Two members are on Leave of Absence until the end of the year. The 
attendance summary for the current year is shown below.  
 

 
 

Legend: 
 
X =  Present at mtg. 
 
m =  E-Club or 

Other formal 
Club Make-up 
 

u = Other Make-up 
 
a = On Leave 
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Got Pictures   
 
Got a keen eye with a digital camera? Want to help promote our Rotary club and/or youth program? 
We're looking for photos of Rotarians and members of our Rotary family to showcase on both our club 
website and LaMesa during Family Month in December. We're also interested in pictures from 
Interactors, Rotaractors, and other youth program participants and alumni, to share with Rotarians 
around the community in future issues of LaMesa. 

Send your photos to Club Secretary – Carey Beamesderfer at westelpasorotary@elp.rr.com 

The History of the Rotary Club of West El Paso 

We’ve all been a part of it. Let’s document it with pictures and articles from past events. If you have 
old pictures, newsletters from the 60’s 70’s, 80s’ or 90’s send them to your Club Secretary or bring 
them to a future Club meeting.  Carey would like to borrow them “temporarily” to scan, copy or 
digitize for our web site. They will all become part of the “timeline” that is being developed.  Please 
list the date and event on pictures, (if you know). Here is a sample of the timeline from the year 2000. 

August 21, 2000 What its like to be a counselor at RYLA - Ron Futrell 

August 28, 2000 
Club Assembly - Randy Gleason - District Governor - spoke on Rotary's Dream for the 
Future 

September 4, 2000 Labor Day - No Club Meeting 
September 11, 2000 Winter Wonderland Talk - Kenna Ramirez 
September 12, 2000 Nominating Committee Meeting at Coldwell Banker de Wetter Hovious, 
September 14, 2000 GEAR Meeting - Rotary Foundation/Fundraising 
September 15, 2000 8th Annual Celebrity Chef 
September 18, 2000 Sun Bowl Talk - Joyce Feinberg 
September 25, 2000 Casual Aluminum Can Recycling Project 
September 25, 2000 Physical Fitness Talk - UTEP's Dawn 
September 28, 2000 GEAR Meeting - Rotary Club History 

October 2, 2000 Darrell Jones retires from Rotary 
October 2, 2000 Literacy Talk - Dr. Patricia Williams 
October 9, 2000 Columbus Day - No Meeting 

October 12, 2000 GEAR Meeting - Secretary/Treasurer 
October 14, 2000 Amigo Air Show - Biggs Field 
October 16, 2000 Club Assembly 
October 20, 2000 Rotary Friendship Exchange - Perth, Australia 
October 23, 2000 Diabetes Talk - Muriel Hall 
October 26, 2000 GEAR Meeting - International Service/Rotary Exchange 
October 27, 2000 Bi-District Conference - Ruidoso, NM 

November 2, 2000 Club receives Special Project Award from El Paso ISD for our role as a Partner Education 
November 6, 2000 Big Bend Peace Park Talk - Rick Lobello 
November 9, 2000 GEAR Meeting - Club Service/Camp RYLA 

November 13, 2000 KCOS - Craig Bush 
November 16, 2000 GEAR Meeting - Community Service/Vocational Service 
November 20, 2000 Club Assembly 
November 27, 2000 Country-Western Songs - Ms. Pennies 
December 2, 2000 Christmas Social - The Summit at The Wells Fargo Bldg 
December 4, 2000 CARE Talk - Debbie Winningham 
December 5, 2000 Interact Meeting - Frankling High School 

December 11, 2000 TiPs - David Monnette & Linda Pasco 
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Upcoming Club Events 
 
November 16 – Monday – Amanda Higgins – Youth Exchange Student 
November 23 – Monday – Club Meeting - David Cuthbertson – FBI Agent In Charge 
November 28 – Saturday – Interact Health Day 
November 30 – Monday – Club Meeting – Bernie Olivas – Sun Bowl Association 
December   9 – Wednesday - Club Holiday Party Ardivinos 6:00-9:00pm  
December 12 – Saturday – GEAR Meeting – Lorraine Huit’s Office 
December 18 -  Friday - Board Meeting (7:30am) United Blood Services' Bldg 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
Websites: 
Rotary Club of West El Paso - www.rotarywestelpaso.org 
Rotary District 5520 - www.rotary5520.org 
Rotary International – www.rotary.org 
eClubOne – www.rotaryeclubone.org  
 
******************************************************************************************** 
The 4- Way Test of the things we think, say or do: 
1st - Is it the TRUTH? 
2nd - Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3rd - Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4th - Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
************************************************* 
and 5th – Will it be fun? 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Officers & Directors of the Rotary Club of West El Paso 
 
President: LuAnn Wieland 
Vice-President: Bob Peterson 
President-Elect: Lorraine Huit 
Executive Secretary: Carey Beamesderfer 
Treasurer: Joanne Latimer 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Marisa Guerrero 
Immediate Past President: Jesse Allen 
 
Director – Club Services: Sandy Boswell 
Director – Community Services: Marcos Lizarraga 
Director – International Services: Chava Gonzalez-Barney 
Director – Public Relations: Jim Weddell 
Director – Vocational Services: David Veloz 
Director – Youth Services: Gail Gale 


