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    Golf Tournament Update 

 
Our annual golf tournament will be held September 19th. Soon after our July 4th Parade we will start seeking out 
volunteers to help with the organization and success of the tournament. We will be looking for sponsors, teams and 
business’s willing to put up prizes for the days event. Meetings are held on Thursdays at Carolyn Lewis’s office 7338 
Remcon Suite 100. This is our biggest fundraiser for the year so let’s make it a good one!  
 

RYLA News 
 

West El Paso Rotary welcomes back Carey Beamesderfer and Dana Vogelmeier. Carey and Dana volunteered their time 
at the Annual RYLA camp to help teach teenagers and young adults the value of leadership. Though each RYLA event 
is tailored to the targeted age group each camp focuses on the following core curriculum: 
 
 Fundamentals of Leadership     Ethics of Positive leadership 
 Problem solving and conflict management    What Rotary is and what it does for the community  
 Building self-confidence and self-esteem    Elements of community and global citizenship  

Importance of communication skills in effective leadership  
 
RYLA organizers always try to maintain a curriculum that reflects community issues and is consistent with local 
customs. Thank you Carey and Dana for your dedication to our future leaders. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Pastor John Schwarting 

 
For those of you who could not attend our meeting on July 20th you missed out on a great presentation by Pastor John 
Schwarting of Trinity 1st United Methodist Church. Pastor John and a few volunteers went to the Congo in a 
humanitarian mission to bring food, health care and supplies as well as a little bit of faith to part of the world that seems 
to have been forgotten by the public at large.   

 I myself am guilty of looking across the border on my way to work and 
seeing the makeshift homes scattered along the rivers edge and thinking, people can’t get much poorer than that. But as 
Pastor John soon reminded us there is plenty of poverty in the world to go around.  
                   

                   How many of us have ever seen such a skinny hog? 

If one was to fly over the Congo, I would think that they would have to catch their breath at the sight of the lush hills 
and valleys. I certainly would say to myself “wow, a beautiful country like that must have plenty of natural resources  to 
provide for its people”. However as Pastor John pointed out during his presentation the resources that could make the 
Congo a thriving industrialized nation has also contributed to the regions demise.  
 

 
Decades of warlords and centuries of foreign invaders looking to deplete the region of its natural resources have left the 
Congo as well as surrounding areas in desuetude. In the Congo 50% of children die before reaching adulthood. Here in 
the U.S. we can’t imagine half of all our children will never get to drive a car or register to vote. But when Pastor John 
spoke of there being only one hospital for 25,000 people in the surrounding area as well as one pharmacy. It is not to 
hard to understand why so many here die after they fall ill. 



 
 
 

                              
   Typical birth/examination stirrup bed             This is the entire inventory of the pharmacy. I think I have more supplies 

        in my medicine cabinet then the whole region.   

 
Education is a top priority for the region. Only about 65% of the region can read to a 6th grade level. Humanitarian work 
in the Congo also focuses on Health Education 30-50% of the region is affected by HIV/AIDS. Education has helped 
slow down the spread of the virus but much work is needed. 
 

 
 
Pastor John’s presentation was an eye opener for me personally. And although I was a little sad and definitely a  lot 
more humble. I was also grateful that someone in my family as well as someone in your family decided a long time ago 
to face the unknown and make the United States of America their home. 
 
 

    Ruiz Family visits RCWELP 
The Ruiz family stopped by for a visit on 8/3/09 to thank us for all our support and recognition. As well as to give us 
some anecdotes on some behind the scenes footage from the show. Thanks also to Dan O’Leary from Desert View 
Homes for sending his crew to explain how the whole process began.  
 

 



 
 

Proposed Members 
 

It gives me great pleasure since not to long ago I myself was a proposed member to present to you the following 
proposed members to our club. 
 

Joseph Caruso - Joseph is currently a member of the Macon, Georgia Rotary  
 Club and will be working in the El Paso area for the next two years. As such he  
 would like to transfer his membership to our club for that period of time. He is a  
 physician in the Emergency Trauma unit of Texas Tech. He is being proposed by  
 Bob Peterson. 
 
 Beate Burdett – Beate was a former member of the El Paso (Downtown) Club,  
 before being transferred to another area of the country. Having recently returned  
 to the El Paso area, she is currently employed in the Marketing/Sales organization  
 of Homes & Land of Greater El Paso, who’s primary business activity is to  

promote magazine publishing.  She is active with the United Way, Heart  
Association, Pro Musica Symphony, and she is a board member of the El Paso  
Museum. 
 
Kristi Albers  – Kristi is the Executive Director of First Tee of El Paso, an  

 organization that provides young people of all backgrounds an opportunity to  
 develop life-enhancing values such as confidence, perseverance and judgment  
 through golf and character education. She recently retired (after 20 years) in the  
 LPGA, and is currently working with our Golf Committee to sponsor and promote  
 “The First Dee Desert Classic.” 
 

Carey Beamesderfer & his wife Donna attend the Rotary   
    Friendship  Exchange in Lincoln, England. 

 
Carey & Donna, along with five other Rotarians from District 5520, participated  

 in a recent Friendship Exchange with Rotary District 1270 in Lincoln, England.  
 Rotary Friendship Exchange is a program enabling Rotarians and their families to  
 carry out reciprocal visits with Rotarians and their families in countries other than  
 their own, either on an individual or team basis. It provides them with an  
 opportunity to experience other cultures firsthand. Introduced in 1984, this  
 program aims to advance international understanding among Rotarians by  
 offering them an opportunity to form personal contacts and make long-lasting  
 friendships while exploring different areas of the world.   
 
 Our primary host was District Governor, Peter Manton and his wife Audrey. The  
 “Exchange” took place from June 26 – July 5, 2009 where we had an opportunity  
 to visit and tour the famous Lincoln Castle, the Lincoln Cathedral and numerous  
 other historic and cultural sites around the area. Our second host was Rev. David  
 Yabbacome and his wife Esther. David became President of the Lincoln Club on  
 July 1.  Visit our Club’s website: www.rotarywestelpaso.org for additional  
 information about this fascinating event.  
 
 
 



 

     
 

         
 

     
 
 

RYLA (Boys) Camp – July 25 – 31, 2009 
 
This year’s RYLA (boys) camp, held at the Manzano Mountain Retreat, was a resounding success. A total of 75 young 
men from various cities and towns within District 5520 were sponsored by local Rotary Clubs to participate in this 
annual, “once-in-a-lifetime leadership event” for the boys. RYLA emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal 
growth. It aims to demonstrate Rotary's respect and concern for youth; provide an effective training experience for 
selected youth and potential leaders; encourage leadership of youth by youth, and recognize publicly young people who 
are rendering service to their communities. Camp Director, Shane Lemon from the Albuquerque Club, led a team of 20 
staff and counselors, including Carey Beamesderfer and former club member, Jim Maxon – who served as counselor’s 
for two of the eight teams represented at the camp.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Each participant learns new skills in teamwork, sporting events, debating, high & low ropes, etc. and each day 
motivational speakers are brought in to share their experience and background with the campers. By the end of the week, 
everyone has found many new friends and experienced an incredible transformation into a future “leader.”  
 
Campers are young men who have completed their junior year in high school who are selected by Rotarians for this 
award based on academic achievement, community involvement, school activities and potential leadership 
characteristics. 
 

 

   
 



   
 

   
 
  

     Upcoming Programs 

 

- August 10 – Dana Vogelmeier presents on her RYLA trip 

 -August 17- Gail Gale Interact/Rotoract Groups  
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Rotary Websites 
 
Rotary Club of West El Paso 
www.rotarywestelpaso.org 
 
Rotary District 5520 
www.rotary5520.org 
 
Rotary International 
www.rotary.org 
 
eClubOne 

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org 
 
 

The 4- Way Test 
Members of Rotary use a simple test to guide 
their actions in life. Here it is: 
“The 4- Way Test of the things we think, 
say or do: 
 
1st Is it the TRUTH? 
 
2nd Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 
3rd Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 
 
4th Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
 


