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Independence Day Parade

Our 12" annual Independence Day Parade will be held on Saturday, July 4, 2009 starting
at 9:00am. Each year this event attracts thousands of spectators along the 2.6 mile parade
route through El Paso’s Westside district. It is the largest single community event in the
area. Families from all over enjoy this holiday tradition to view entrants including local
high school marching bands, floats, vintage cars and dignitaries from the borderland. An
exciting addition this year is cash awards for float entries! Judging of floats begins at
8:15am the day of the parade. We are honored to have a very special family as our Grand
Marshals. We welcome the Ruiz Family, selected by ABC’s Extreme Home Makeover to
receive a home by the generosity of many local businesses, and the support of thousands
of volunteers. The Ruiz Family’s non-profit organization helps those struggling in the
colonias of Cuidad Juarez. As we celebrate our parade theme of “Building Our Future
Together,” we will demonstrate that spirit is alive in our Westside community.

“Directory” for the Rotary Club of El Paso

Work on our Club Directory is progressing nicely. Contents will include the “essentials”
of Rotary such as “The 4-Way Test, The Object of Rotary, etc.”; a list of past and current
club officers; member “participation obligations;” the title page from LaMesa — our Club
Newsletter, as well as the opening page of club website: www.rotarywestelpaso.org; our
Club Constitution and By-Laws; and a brief paragraph describing our clubs’ programs
and projects. This is in addition to a photo and bio of each club member. The goal is to
have it completed, printed and distributed in time for the beginning of the 2009-2010
Rotary year (target by mid-June 2009).

Club W_ebsite www.rotarywestelpaso.org

To-date, our website has been visited over 2,200 times by Internet users around the
Rotary world. Each week our Calendar of Events is updated to reflect the current status of
speakers, members, programs and projects. The site is proving to be an outstanding tool
to inform our members, visitors and potential future Rotarians of the excellent work our
Club is doing. Every newsletter for the past 3 years is also available on the site, as well
as links to many other local clubs, our District 5520 site and, of course, Rotary
International.






