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Rotary at 100 and the 
Fountain of Youth

Row that we have reached 100 
years, a number of us may be 
feeling a little older as a re-

sult of it.  NEVER FEAR, ROTARY 
IS HERE.

Yes Rotary has a way of mak-
ing many feel much younger. That is, 
when they live their lives as Rotarians.  
You see Rotary is actually a ñSuper-
Sizedò volunteer organization and ev-
eryone who has learned to be passion-
ate about volunteerism knows that it 
has a way making you feel younger.

I have seen this happen in the lives 
of many volunteers I have known for 
over 30 years now.

One of my most memorable volun-
teer friends actually lived to be almost 
100.  Her name was Hallie Stillwell, 
named by two Texas governors as the 
Yellow Rose of Texas.

Throughout her life, Hallie volun-
teered for all kinds of causes. When I 
was in Big Bend, we had a lot of fun 
telling stories about Big Bend National 
Park to visitors from around the world.  
We also put together an annual event 
called the Big Bend Pioneer Reunion.

I am sure that volunteerism had 
a lot to do with Hallieôs youthful old 
age. I have seen the same thing happen 
in the lives of retired people who have 
volunteered in parks and now at the El 
Paso Zoo, again and again.  I have also 
seen it in Rotary.

As we all begin our second Rota-Newsé

ROTARY NEWS

J ort Bliss Federal Credit Union 
has agreed to sponsor the leader 
board again this year at the IOS 

Futures Golf Tournament, which is 
the fund-raising project of the Rotary 
Club of West El Paso. Fort Bliss Fed-
eral Credit Union agreed to provide 
towels for the event. The tournament, 
to be played April 28-May 1 at the Un-
derwood Golf Complex at Fort Bliss, 
features professional womenôs golfers 
ýghting for their LPGA cards.

M n honor of Rotary Internationalôs 
Centennial, the Empire State 
Building, the tallest skyscraper in 

New York City, was lighted in Rota-
ryôs blue and gold colors on the night 
of Feb. 23. The effort to get Rotary on 
the towerôs highly restrictive lighting 
schedule was initiated by Michael Pre-
is, president of the Rotary Club of Port 
Washington, New York. The following 
are a few more samples of centennial 
events from around the globe:
Â The Rotary Club of Sudbury, Suf-
folk, England, hosted a special guest, 
actor Sir Ian McKellen, who starred as 
the wizard Gandalf in the Lord of the 
Rings movie trilogy.
n Rotaractors in District 2430 (Tur-
key) rang in the new Rotary century 
with orchestral and choral music and 
a ball.
Â At a centennial dinner attended by 

ry century, let us never feel old.  If we 
do, let it be a wakeup call to revisit the 
goals of Rotary and to get going with 
projects related to those goals.

If you need a little encouragement, 
give me a call anytime at 474-1456.  I 
will be happy to chat with you and help 
you to discover your Rotary dream and 
the Rotary Fountain of Youth.

We can all make it past 100.

Yours in Rotary,

Rick
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