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Happy Birthday to 
Rotary International

The U.S. Congress designated 
Feb. 23 as Rotary International Day.

Lappy Birthday Rotary!  I canôt 
think of a better way to get the 
week going than to share with 

you a Rotary International Proclama-
tion that was recently unanimously 
approved and read at the 109th U.S. 
Congress.  I hope to see everyone this 
Saturday at the Keystone Park Rotary 
Centennial Celebration.

WHEREAS, Rotary International, 
founded on February 23, 1905, in 
Chicago, Illinois, USA, is the worldôs 
ýrst and one of the largest non-proýt 
service organizations; and

WHEREAS, there are over 1.2 million 
Rotary club members comprised 
of professional and business lead-
ers in over 31,000 clubs in more 
than 165 countries; and 

WHEREAS, the Rotary motto ñSer-
vice Above Selfò inspires mem-
bers to provide humanitarian ser-
vice, encourage high ethical stan-
dards, and promote good will and 
peace in the world; and

WHEREAS, Rotary funds club proj-
ects and sponsors volunteers with 
community expertise to provide 
medical supplies, health care, 
clean water, food production, job 
training, and education to millions 
in need, particularly in developing 
countries; and

WHEREAS, Rotary in 1985 launched 
Polio Plus and spearheaded efforts 
with the World Health Organiza-
tion, U.S Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, and UNICEF 
to immunize the children of the 
world against polio; and

WHEREAS, polio cases have dropped 
by 99 percent since 1988 and the 
world stands on the threshold of 
eradicating the disease; and

WHEREAS, Rotary is the worldôs 
largest privately-funded source of 
international scholarships and pro-
motes international understanding 
through scholarships, exchange 
programs and humanitarian grants; 
and

WHEREAS, more than 35,000 stu-
dents from 110 countries have 
studied abroad since 1947 as Rota-
ry Ambassadorial Scholars; and

WHEREAS, Rotaryôs Group Study 
Exchange program has helped 
more than 46,000 young profes-
sionals explore their career ýelds 
in other countries; and 

WHEREAS, 8,000 secondary-school 
students each year experience life 
in another country through Ro-
taryôs Youth Exchange Program; 
and

WHEREAS, there are over 387,000 
Rotary club members in more than 
7,700 clubs throughout the Unit-

Birthdayé

ROTARY NEWS

I l Paso Rotarians will gather 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 26, to celebrate 100 years 

of Rotary International at Keystone 
Heritage Park, off Doniphan between 
Sunland Park Drive and the Cross-
roads. Admission includes lunch and 
costs $5 a person. Each Rotary club 
contributed $100 to the celebration to 
keep the admission price low. Teresa 
Cavaretta will pass around a sign-up 
sheet and collect your fee at Mondayôs 
meeting. The event will count as a 
makeup. Each El Paso Rotary club 
will have a display of their membersô 
centennial project. Also, a PowerPoint 
presentation will detail history of El 
Paso Rotary clubs and their ñservice 
above selfò projects. Youôll be amazed 
at what Rotarians have done for our 
community and the world (youôll be 
especially proud of our club). Family, 
friends and children are welcome to the 
celebration, which will include music, 
digging tips and face-painting for the 
kiddos ï and a great learning experi-
ence for everyone. Carnival foods will 
be sold and the sun will be free. 




