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ROTARY CLUB OF WEST EL PASO
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y trip to Rwanda about a year
an a half ago was a great ad-
" L venture. It was my second

trip and | was thrilled at having the op-
portunity to spend time observing two
different families of endangered moun-
tain gorillas in the mountains of Virun-
ga Volcanoes National Park. During
this time | got to meet a number of
the people at my camp, knowledge-
able Rwanda Parks guides and sever-
al staff members from the Diane Fos-
sey Gorilla Fund
Research Station.
As an added treat
and | was also able
to meet the late Di-
ane Fosseybs good
friend Rosamond
Carr. You will re-
member Diane
Fossey from Na-
tional Geograph-
ic magazine and TV specials and from
the movie fiGorillas in the Midst.0 |
found Ms. Carr near the border of
Rwanda and the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo where, at the age of
91, she was still running an orphanage
she made out of an old hotel in Gisenyi
to care for orphans of the 1994 geno-
cide. You will remember that nearly
a million people died at that time in
one of the worldds most terrible trag-
edies, one that President Clinton lat-
er wrote about in his memoir My Life.
He also acknowledges that his failure
to take action in 1994 to stop genocide
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A Hotel In Rwanda
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in Rwanda fibecame one of the great-
est regrets of my presidency.o

Upon returning from my trip, | be-
gan to visualize a project that | hope
to someday involve Rotarians through
an international effort to help the chil-
dren of Rwanda. | already have one

project underway at the Zoo and hope
to expand it in the coming years. But
yrst | need to go back to Rwanda to
meet with Rotarians in the capital of
Kilgali.

Several months
ago, | learned
about a ylm called
Hotel Rwanda. A
true story, the ylm
was nominated for
three Oscars and
chronicles the life
ofamanwho saved
over a 1000 people
from the genocide
by using the countries most luxurious
hotel, the Hotel Des Mille Colline, as a
refuge from all the killing. 1 stayed at
that same hotel in June of 2003 where
part of the ylm was made.

When the movie was released
about a month ago, | looked in the El
Paso and Las Cruces papers hoping
to ynd a theater where | could watch
it. 1 called the three main theaters for
new releases in El Paso and learned
that the movie was not scheduled. Af-
ter making a phone call to the main of-
yce for Cinemark in Dallas, | start-
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group of Rotary Club of West
El Paso members will be get-
ting together in the coming

weeks to build a footbridge at the new
Keystone Heritage Park off Doniphan
near the Crossroads. Starting this Sat-
urday, the group will get together from
9 a.m. to noon to do the work. If youdd
like to volunteer, just show up ready to
help. Call Caz Swier at 533-3937 or Te-
resa Cavaretta at 584-7332 for more in-
formation.
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: istrict 9210 is seeking ynan-
D cial contributions to help es-
tablish a six-month feeding
program to feed 40,000 people suffer-
ing from starvation due to the recent
famine in Zimbabwe. Due to the cur-
rent political and economic crisis, the
people of Zimbabwe are facing a se-
vere famine. One third of the 8 million
people affected by the famine only
have about four meals each week and
an estimated 75 percent of the popula-
tion is suffering from starvation. Dis-
trict 9210 has established a relationship
with the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) and several clubs
in the district are collecting funds for
the distribution of food throughout the
country. Contact Egbert Wever, P.O.
Box HG 60, Highlands Harare, Zim-
babwe.
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he Presidential Celebration on

‘ ‘ Youth Programs, the third of
seven celebrations planned for
2004-05, drew some 1,200 attend-
ees, many of them Youth Exchange
students, to Osnabr¢ck, Germany, on
Jan. 8. Few German cities could have
made a better venue for an RI confer-
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As an ongoing feature for the newsletter, Teo Cafengiu is interviewing
club members to help us get to know one another better. This weekis pro-
yle is on Cliff Walsh.

liff Walsh is known to many in our community as

C the commander of the Police Departmentés West

Side Regional Command Center. But he does a lot

more than just work T CIiff is a family man, married with

four children, and is active teaching management courses

at Park University and Webster University. He also enjoys
collecting working antiques.

Having lived in El Paso since he was 11, Cliff has no plans on leaving El
Paso, as his family and career are here. His wife, Charlene, are proud of their
children: Nathan, 24, who graduated from Texas Christian University; Heal-
ther, 20, accomplished clarinet band player; Linsey, 16, who also plays clar-
inet and is in the National Honor Society; and Evan, who is 13 and whom
Cliff describes as the fispoiled baby of the family.o

CIiff is proud of his 28 years of service in the El Paso Police Depart-
ment. He chose law enforcement as a career so he could help people. He
now has worked in every part of the department.

He joined the Rotary Club of West EI Paso in October 2003 so he could
volunteer and get in more involved in the community. He found Rotary to be
a great means toward this goal, and got the added beneyt of good conversa-
tion, good humor and fellowship. He especially remembers the 2003 Christ-

mas party with fondness, when he assigned singing at each table.

fil knew I was in the right club when everyone was so willing to partici-
pate and enjoy themselves,0 he said. fil would encourage everyone to try and
ynd a niche and participate in Rotary.o

ence in Rotaryés centennial year than
Osnabr¢.ck, which cohosted the sign-
ing of the historic treaties of the 1648
Peace of Westphalia that ushered in a
new era for a war-weary Europe. The
event focused on the success and fu-
ture of Rotaryés youth programs and
the service opportunities they offer
clubs and districts in Germany. For
more on Rotary and young people,
visit pages dedicated to RYLA, Rotary
Youth Exchange and Interact at Rota-
ry6s website, www.rotary.org.
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John Walker 3rd
Rick Loiselle 4th
Geri Wooten 5th
Jesse Allen 7th
Ingo Klein 13th
Mike Schmid 23rd
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